
SMART START
HIGH SCHOOL
ORIENTATION
Fall 2023 – Spring 2024



Welcome to JWCC!

Hello and welcome to your John Wood 
Community College Online Orientation for 
new and returning high school students! To 
make sure you are ready to start your 
course/courses this semester, we’ve 
created this presentation with an 
abundance of information that you can 
refer to throughout the semester.  

Let’s dig into the topics for review!

Learning 
Environments 

for High School 
Students

Expectations BlazerNet 
Student Portal

Canvas –
Online course 

access

Solar – Student 
Account 

Information
Textbook 

Information

Helpful 
Resources Tips for Success Ask Questions!



Consider The 
Following…

 The grades you earn through the concurrent 
enrollment program will begin your college 
academic record. In order to prepare for a 
successful college experience, you are 
strongly encouraged to complete this 
orientation. 

 Course withdrawals, incomplete grades, 
and/or failing grades, may impact future 
college financial aid eligibility.



What to Expect

 This is not high school
 Take responsibility for your own learning
 Every instructor is different and has different rules
 Go to class and/or stay engaged in an online 

course
 Take good notes
 Meet new people
 Open your mind
 Take care of your health
 Seek out help if you need it



Learning 
Environments 
for High School 
Students

Online – All 
materials online 
through Canvas

Hybrid – Online 
materials with 

one session per 
week with live 

JWCC Instructor

High School 
Classroom –
High School 

Instructor

Classroom –
JWCC 

Instructor 
on JWCC 
Campus



How to get started?

 Review course schedule to confirm 
correct course registration (Sent via mail 
or can be found in SOLAR),

 Find BlazerNet login information that was 
sent via personal email from 
admissions@jwcc.edu (See example in 
next slide)

 Log into BlazerNet
www.jwcc.edu/blazernet/

mailto:admissions@jwcc.edu
http://www.jwcc.edu/blazernet/


https://www.jwcc.edu/information-technology/getting-started

https://www.jwcc.edu/information-technology/getting-started


BlazerNet – Student Portal

 JWCC’s web portal giving single sign-on access to various services including, but not 
limited to, Canvas, SOLAR, JWCC email, online tutoring, and important messages



Canvas – Online course access

 Delivers online learning to 
function as a classroom setting 
via the internet.

 Access to lectures, materials, 
discussions, assignments, tests, 
and quizzes. 



JWCC Email
 JWCC email serves as 

the primary contact 
and should be 
monitored by the 
student regularly.



SOLAR - Student Account Information
Student On Line Access to Records

 Access to grades, unofficial 
transcripts, student account 
information



How do I pay the fees?

 Fall 2023 Payment due by Aug. 7, 2023 – Spring 2024 Payment due by Jan. 3, 2024

 Pay online via SOLAR 
 Nelnet payment plan www.MyCollegePaymentPlan.com/JohnWood -

(Sign up through SOLAR account)
 Send check to: 

John Wood Community College

Business Office, Room C118

1301 South 48th Street

Quincy, IL 62305

 Debit/Credit - Contact Business Office (217.641.4207)

http://www.mycollegepaymentplan.com/JohnWood


How do I purchase textbooks?

 Purchase new/used books at JWCC Bookstore
 Buy online or rent
 “Digital Media Fee” on billing statement includes E-book/access 

code for select courses
 Classes may require more than one book (textbook + workbook)
 Books are expensive –do your homework and shop around



Attention: Math Students Only!

 Students will now have inclusive 
access to ALEKS through CANVAS. 
This access provided by RedShelf is 
included in the tuition as a “Digital 
Media Fee”.

 Students will access CANVAS and 
go to the MODULES to find the “Link 
to ALEKS” section.

 Additional information can be found 
via the JWCC website at 
https://www.jwcc.edu/programs/on
line-learning/aleks/

https://www.jwcc.edu/programs/online-learning/aleks/


Do my courses transfer?

 Check www.transferology.com

 Search websites of the 
college/university you are 
interested in

 Don’t be afraid to contact the 
college/university you plan to 
transfer to. Every college/university 
is different!

 Speak with JWCC Concurrent 
Enrollment team or JWCC 
Academic Advisor

http://www.transferology.com/


Schedule Changes

Adding Courses:
The add period is 

the first 2 days of an 
8-week term and 

the first 3 days of a 
16-week term.

Dropping Courses:
Total refund will be made 
to students dropping 
courses based on the 
following:
• Drops that occur within 

the first week from the 
designated start date 
that are 8-weeks or less 
in length.

• Drops that occur within 
the first 2 weeks from 
the designated start 
date that are more 
than 8-weeks in length. 

Withdrawing from 
Courses: 

Students may withdraw 
from a class any time 

before 75% of the term 
has been completed. 
The specific days to 

withdraw are available 
through the Registrar 

Office. After the last day 
to withdraw, students 
are not permitted to 

drop the course and will 
receive the final grade 

they earn. 



Support Resources: Help!

Student Services and 
Campus Resources: 

For a list of JWCC 
student 

resources. Take a 
minute to see what is 

available!

Programs, Degrees & 
Certificates: 

Find academic support 
materials Tutoring. 

Writing Lab:
Submit an outline or 

draft for feedback and 
resource 

recommendations.

Library: 
The JWCC Library 

provides access to 
books, articles, and 
databases in both its 
campus home and 

online.

Disability Support 
Services:

Learn about testing, 
accommodations, and 

support services. 

Admissions/Advising:
Get answers to 
questions about 

degree requirements, 
prerequisites, and 

college procedures. 

Student Employment 
Services/Internships: 

If you need to get a job 
or change jobs, this is 

the place for you.

https://www.jwcc.edu/support-services/
https://www.jwcc.edu/programs/courses/
https://www.jwcc.edu/tutoring/
https://www.jwcc.edu/tutoring/#writing-center
https://www.jwcc.edu/library/
https://www.jwcc.edu/support-services/disability-services/
https://www.jwcc.edu/student-resources/registration/
https://www.jwcc.edu/career-services/


Emergency 
Resources: 
Help!

Emergency Numbers: Here is a list 
of whom to call in a wide range of 
emergencies. 

Personal Wellness Counseling: 
Make a free appointment with 
JWCC's psychologist, marriage and 
family therapist, or one of several 
clinical interns.

https://www.jwcc.edu/support-services/counseling/
https://www.jwcc.edu/support-services/counseling/


 Order your books before classes start so that you won’t fall behind. Visit JWCC’s bookstore either 
in person or online. 

 Print and read the syllabus for every course to understand the expectations for each class. 
 Log in to your courses at least three times a week to be aware of updates and assignments. 
 Create your own study schedule so that you will have time to devote to your classes. 
 Create your own school space at home so that your documents and assignments don’t get 

misplaced. 
 Stay connected with your professor so that they understand how you are doing in the course. 
 If you have any trouble at all, please ask for help. Every online student has questions at some 

point in their class, and it is often a question that your peers are asking as well, so please reach 
out to your instructor with those concerns. 

Tips for Success in the Classroom!



Final Checklist

 Log into BlazerNet
 Complete Smart Start Orientation Module in Canvas
 Open your JWCC email account. This is our official form of community with you. 
 Review your schedule, and personal and billing information through SOLAR
 Make payment arrangements for tuition (www.MyCollegePaymentPlan.com/JohnWood – Enroll via student’s SOLAR account)
 Online Students – review your course content through Canvas
 Visit Online Learning Website (https://www.jwcc.edu/programs/online-learning/)
 Math Students Only – Visit https://www.jwcc.edu/programs/online-learning/aleks/ for more information
 Purchase your books or access your e-book resources before first day of class
 Get your photo ID in the Admissions Office (optional)
 Sign up for JWCC Emergency Text Message (https://www.jwcc.edu/information-technology/regroup/)
 Fall 2023 classes begin August 21, 2023 / Spring 2024 classes begin January 2024.

NOTE: All cost not covered by the high school must be paid by due dates to avoid being dropped from courses

http://www.mycollegepaymentplan.com/JohnWood
https://www.jwcc.edu/programs/online-learning/
https://www.jwcc.edu/programs/online-learning/aleks/
https://www.jwcc.edu/information-technology/regroup/


Need additional help? 

Please don’t hesitate to contact the Concurrent 
Enrollment Team for more information!

Brittany McKeown 
Manager of 

Concurrent Enrollment
P: 217.641.4339

E: smartstart@jwcc.edu

Kelly Herzog
Concurrent Enrollment 

Success Coach
P: 217.641.4331

E: smartstart@jwcc.edu

mailto:smartstart@jwcc.edu
mailto:smartstart@jwcc.edu
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